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To Delegates of Cerritos Novice 2019 Conference 
 
Dear Delegates,  
Welcome to Cerritos Novice 2019! 
 

It is our highest honor and pleasure to welcome you all to our annual novice conference 
here at Cerritos High School. On behalf of the Cerritos High School Model United Nations 
program, we are proud to host another year of this long-standing conference, where you will 
become more knowledgeable on international issues, participate in intellectually stimulating 
discussions, and create new and everlasting friendships. 

The CHSMUN program continues to compete around the world as a nationally ranked 
MUN program. Our delegates utilize diplomacy in order to create complex solutions towards 
multilateral issues in the global community. Our head chairs are selected from only the best 
seniors of our program, undergoing a rigorous training process to ensure the highest quality of 
moderating and grading of debate. Furthermore, all the topic synopses have been reviewed and 
edited numerous times. We strongly believe that by providing each and every delegate with the 
necessary tools and understanding, he or she will have everything they need to thrive in all 
aspects of committee. We thoroughly encourage each delegate to engage in all of the facets of 
their topic, in order to grow in their skills as a delegate and develop a greater knowledge of the 
world around them. 

Our advisors and staff have put in countless hours to ensure delegates have an amazing 
experience at the conference. Our greatest hope is that from attending CHSMUN 2019, 
students are encouraged to continue on in Model United Nations and nevertheless, inspired to 
spark change in their surrounding communities. With 31 high school committees and 2 middle 
school committees, CHSMUN 2019 will provide a quality experience for beginners to learn, 
develop, and grow as delegates.  
 
If you have any questions, comments, or concerns, please contact us! We look forward to 
seeing you at CHSMUN Novice 2019! 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
Brianna Roldan and Tess U-Vongcharoen 
 
Secretary-Generals 
 
 



UNEP 
Sustainable Transportation 

 
A Note From the Director 
 
Delegates, 

 
Hi everyone! My name is Angela Cooley and I am super excited to work with each of you as your                    

director of the UN-Environment Programme for the Cerritos Fall Conference 2019. As I enter into my                
third and last year of the Cerritos Model UN program, I am grateful to have had the opportunity to work                    
alongside a group of dedicated students and advisors that, like me, enjoy discussing and researching               
about multifaceted topics that currently take place across the international community. Outside of MUN,              
you can catch me working in clubs like Health Occupation Students of America and Girl Up, as well as                   
interning alongside Christina Garcia and serving funnel cake at Knott’s Berry Farm! As your director, I                
highly encourage each of you to take this opportunity to debate prevalent issues and improve your                
leadership skills as a delegate. Even if you do not take home any awards from committee, use this                  
conference as a learning experience and a chance to meet new people from outside of your school! I                  
understand that this may be the first conference for most of you, so if you have any questions, please feel                    
free to message me regarding our topic or committee procedure. I’ll see you in committee and good luck!  

Sincerely,  

Angela Cooley  

Director, UNEP  

Committee Introduction:  

First established in 1972, the United Nations Environment Programme is the “leading 
global environment authority” towards promoting sustainable practices and policies on a global 
basis. The organization facilitates and provides scientific assessments, analyses, and projects in 
order to allow for international policy responses that work towards creating a sustainable present 
and future. With the creation of the UNEP at the UN Conference on Human Environment in 
Stockholm, Sweden, the program was intended to place and maintain environmental issues in the 
same standing as health, security, and poverty. Currently, the program funds and ensures that 



international, regional, and local governments coordinate on environmental issues. Although 
popular, the program is often overlooked due to the issues of global climate and sustainability 
being difficult issues to maintain and tackle. The UNEP ultimately prompted the establishment of 
the Inter-Agency Committee on Sustainable Development, which focuses on the implementation 
of any plans and policies passed through the program.  

Background: 
Since the establishment of the United Nations Environmental Programme in 1972, 

cost-ineffective and heavy polluting transportation infrastructure has been a major hindrance 
towards sustainable development within both the developing and developed world. A sustainable 
transport system, as defined by the United Nations, is one that allows individuals to obtain safe 
and accessible transportation without damaging the environment and endangering public health 
[Elgendy]. The systems should support and uphold a competitive economy, along with 
minimizing the impact on land usage and noise pollution. For example, the Delhi Metro, 
implemented by the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate change, is the first 
railway to utilize a regenerative braking system that generates reusable electrical energy when the 
brakes are applied.  

Current transport infrastructure remains inefficient and inaccessible, releasing over 2.4 
million pounds of carbon emissions into the atmosphere per second [Kazim]. However, despite 
the inadequate resources and international intervention, many developing countries lack the 
essential technical skills and resources needed to regulate and implement better sustainable 
transportation services. According to a report by the World Bank in 2012, the lack of sustainable 
infrastructure within developing regions is due to low-quality public transportation, rapid 
urbanization, the shortage of hierarchical highway and street systems, and scarce funding needed 
for better quality transportation systems [Holland]. Moreover, although only a small percentage 
of the population within developing countries own a vehicle, traffic congestion and air pollution 
are almost double the amount than in a developed country.  

In cities such as Manila, air pollution affects over 98% of the population, additionally 
major trade and commercial routes such as the Pasig River has been deemed one of the most 
polluted rivers in the world, with over 225 tons of both domestic and industrial waste from boats 
released into the river on a daily basis [Elgendy]. Similarly, in Hong Kong, the main source of 
pollution comes from container ships. With Hong Kong being one of the world’s main trading 
centers, ships transporting goods have produced 20 million tons of sulfur oxide since 2009 - more 
than 200 times the combined number of cars across the world [Kazim]. These cities represent the 
underlying environmental impacts of boating since the heavy traffic on waterways have 
contributed to poorer water quality. The large presence of water vessels has caused a higher rate 
of algae growth along with more movement of sediments, altering the chemistry of the water by 



producing excess amounts of various compounds, harming both wildlife and humans. 
Furthermore, chemicals dumped into the water to clean and run vessels have added to the killing 
of the over 1.2 million aquatic animals and plants recorded in 2016 [Holland].  

Despite the many challenges facing sustainable means of transportation infrastructure, 
countries, such as Finland with its environmentally sustainable public transportation system and 
India with its efficient cost-effective railway system, serve as major examples of both developed 
and developing nations that have taken large steps towards sustainable transportation. Only 
through the collaboration of the international community can sustainable transportation on a 
local, regional, and international basis be achieved.  

United Nations Involvement: 

According to the United Nations, over 1 billion people across the international community 
do not have the resources or access to road networks, ultimately increasing marginalization and 
social inequity. In 2016, the UN held the Global Sustainable Transport Conference in order to 
discuss fostering sustainable transport systems for social, economic and environmental benefits. 
The conference united governments along with international organizations and the private sector 
to speak about the role of sustainable transport within Africa and LDCs. The committee 
emphasized the need for more efficient transport systems connecting individuals and their 
communities, mentioned in the “Ashgabat Statement on Commitments and Policy 
Recommendations.”  

With over 3.5 million premature deaths due to outdoor air pollution, the Member States of 
the United Nations prioritized creating the 2030 Agenda containing 17 Sustainable Development 
Goals in 2015. The goals took on a people-centered approach by prioritizing safety was the 
primary objective of developing sustainable transport [O’Neill]. The 17 goals centered around 
decreasing the rate of greenhouse gas emissions and ensuring that the international community 
can easily adapt to varying climates. Moreover, the international community adopted the Paris 
Climate Agreement in 2015 which “aims to strengthen the global response to the threat of climate 
change, in the context of sustainable development and efforts to eradicate poverty” [Masood].  

In 2018, nine of the most polluted cities in the world were located in India. Therefore, 
India’s national development had been reflected throughout the SDGs, playing a crucial role in 
shaping each of the 17 goals [“UN Conference”]. Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana is one of 
Indi’s government programs working towards the SDG agenda by helping to fund 25 billion 
USD through Direct Benefit Transfers which sponsored employment, provided more education 
for the poor, and created more roads to connect rural and urban areas [“UN Global”].  

 



Bloc Positions: 

Western Bloc: With western nations containing a large majority of the technological 
developments, developed nations currently have heavy emission standards in place and are often 
considered the pioneers of sustainable transportation. However, these nations are more likely to 
rely on unsustainable energy sources which causes them to higher rates of carbon emissions. 
Developed western nations like Germany have taken to renewable energy like hydropower and 
wind power in order to meet the goals implemented in the Paris Climate Accords.  

Latin American and Carribean Bloc: With a large majority of nations in this bloc being lesser 
developed, these delegations often have much larger obstacles to face when attempting to 
implement sustainable transportation considering the low economic development and the political 
trials needed to be put in place. However, countries like Brazil and Costa Rica have pledged a 
37% reduction from 2005 emission levels in line with an absolute reduction target which are two 
major examples of Latin American countries taking larger steps towards sustainable energy.  

African Bloc: As much of the population is impoverished within the African bloc, additional 
steps are required to help eliminate poverty before focusing on implementing better 
transportation framework and infrastructure. Delegates should focus on addressing the local 
and national government frameworks in order to work towards sustainability. Solutions 
chosen should be feasible with the economic and social climate throughout the bloc.  

Asian-Pacific Bloc: Countries within the Asian-Pacific bloc primarily contain stringent emission 
standards meaning these nations have stepped up towards regulations and emission pledges. 
Although countries like China have an economy that heavily relies on fossil fuels, delegates must 
find solutions that work around and adapt to the economy and social implications laid out within 
these countries.  

Basic Solutions: 
As the international community continues to develop, delegates must recognize the 

scientific developments within the transportation industry. The issue of providing sustainable 
transportation brings up a multitude of technical, social, economic, and environmental benefits 
which requires effective frameworks and case studies. In the HLAG-ST report published in 2016, 
an “Avoid-Shift-Improve” model would be most effective in handling unsustainable methods of 
transport. This method means avoiding inefficient or unnecessary travel or transport through 
improving city and transportation planning, as well as shifting the times and models that utilize 
travel to meet transportation and environmental needs. Moreover, this means improving the 



sustainability of transport systems through advancements in technology, infrastructure, and 
regulation. The 2016 report sheds light on how frameworks must be adapted to local contexts as 
appropriate. Despite many developed countries having set institutions and regulations regarding 
sustainability set in place, delegates must understand that much of the developed world does not.  

If the international community wants to implement better sustainable infrastructure, we 
must develop more research that will enable new, more efficient transportation. Therefore, 
countries can suggest the implementation of research organizations that specifically target 
sustainability such as the Global Partnership for Sustainable Transport [Holland]. The GPST 
works at a regional, national, and international level in order to increase advocacy and awareness 
to the general public, as well as contribute technical and analytical work to develop new solutions 
towards clean transport. The organization creates public-private partnerships with governments 
and businesses in order to establish solutions that correlate with the social, cultural, and political 
background of the nation or region. First established in 1998, the program has worked in over 33 
developed and developing nations through collecting data that contributes to viable transportation 
systems [“What Is GPST?”]. The GPST models their awareness process through three steps in 
order to target all aspects contributing to pollution in a country. First, the organization advocates 
businesses to develop new sustainable and responsible business practices in their work methods, 
which will create a chain-effect causing transport operators, shipping methods, and manufacturers 
to work around these practices. Second, through sustainable business practices, competitor 
businesses will in return copy these practices in order to enhance both their brand and their 
reputation [Masood]. Finally, the GPST will ensure that these sustainable business practices work 
to effectively increase process efficiency, innovation, and sustainable development. Solutions 
similar to the GPST work well in countries that have limited access to this recent scientific 
research. 

With the emergence of recent transportation innovations, improvements in 
batteries and hydrogen production over the past decade have paved the way for 
full-electric, hybrid-electric, and hydrogen fuel cell-electric vehicles. These 
advancements have become increasingly accessible, therefore it is important to address 
that the environmental benefits of an electric car are only as good as its source of 
electricity. Both developed and developing nations are fossil fuel reliant which creates an 
obstacle when switching to renewable forms of energy in countries where the economy 
heavily relies on fuels like coal or oil.  

Questions to Consider: 

1. What are the transportation methods most dominant within your delegation and how has  
this helped shape your country’s development? 
2. What role do technological advancements have in achieving sustainable transportation and 



how can they be utilized in an equitable way in both developed and developing nations? 3. 
Which populations should be given first priority when implementing transportation? How 
can cars, public transit, pedestrians, and bikes all be accommodated when establishing 
policies and frameworks? 
4. How have your country’s economic and political realities helped shape transportation  
within your delegation? 
5. How would your delegation plan on implementing sustainable transportation in nations 
that are heavily reliant on fossil fuels?  
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