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October 12, 2019 
To Delegates of Cerritos Novice 2019 Conference 
 
Dear Delegates,  
Welcome to Cerritos Novice 2019! 
 

It is our highest honor and pleasure to welcome you all to our annual novice conference 
here at Cerritos High School. On behalf of the Cerritos High School Model United Nations 
program, we are proud to host another year of this long-standing conference, where you will 
become more knowledgeable on international issues, participate in intellectually stimulating 
discussions, and create new and everlasting friendships. 

The CHSMUN program continues to compete around the world as a nationally ranked 
MUN program. Our delegates utilize diplomacy in order to create complex solutions towards 
multilateral issues in the global community. Our head chairs are selected from only the best 
seniors of our program, undergoing a rigorous training process to ensure the highest quality of 
moderating and grading of debate. Furthermore, all the topic synopses have been reviewed and 
edited numerous times. We strongly believe that by providing each and every delegate with the 
necessary tools and understanding, he or she will have everything they need to thrive in all 
aspects of committee. We thoroughly encourage each delegate to engage in all of the facets of 
their topic, in order to grow in their skills as a delegate and develop a greater knowledge of the 
world around them. 

Our advisors and staff have put in countless hours to ensure delegates have an amazing 
experience at the conference. Our greatest hope is that from attending CHSMUN 2019, 
students are encouraged to continue on in Model United Nations and nevertheless, inspired to 
spark change in their surrounding communities. With 31 high school committees and 2 middle 
school committees, CHSMUN 2019 will provide a quality experience for beginners to learn, 
develop, and grow as delegates.  
 
If you have any questions, comments, or concerns, please contact us! We look forward to 
seeing you at CHSMUN Novice 2019! 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
Brianna Roldan and Tess U-Vongcharoen 
 
Secretary-Generals 
 
 



IAEA 
Development of Nuclear Energy 
 

A Note From the Director 
 
Delegates, 
 

Hey everyone! My name is Grant Chu and it’s a pleasure to be serving as your Director 
for this upcoming conference. Model United Nations has been a passion of mine throughout 
middle school and high school. From traveling to New York for Nationals to meeting life-long 
friends, MUN has definitely been a place where I growed as a person and stepped outside my 
comfort zone. Other than MUN, I serve as an eagle scout and am an avid adventure seeker. I love 
hiking, white water rafting, and canoeing. I’m also involved on campus through Octagon Club 
and National Honors Society. For this conference, I encourage all of you to be as active as 
possible and step outside your comfort zone. True growth is sparked through competitive 
experiences. I hope all of you stand behind your country’s position and advocate for your policy. 
However, I find it important to maintain diplomacy and remain cordial even in the most difficult 
situations. Throughout this conference, I look forward to watching you all debate and 
collaborate. If you have any questions about procedures, information, or advice please feel free 
to contact me.  

 
Sincerely, 
 
Grant Chu 
 
Director, IAEA 
 
Committee Introduction:  

In wake of the nuclear arms race between the Soviet Union and the United States, the 
International Atomic Energy Association (IAEA) was created in 1957. The IAEA was founded 
on the basic principles of peace and security in regards to the proliferation and application of 
nuclear energy. Over the past few decades, the IAEA has made profound steps to guarantee 
peaceful negotiations and security contracts in hopes of bettering worldwide relations with 
nuclear arms holders and energy developers. It has been estimated that around 50 nuclear treaties 
have been signed and ratified by many member states of the United Nations because of the 
IAEA. In addition, with enhanced nuclear technology, the IAEA has contributed to numerous 
safeguarding efforts towards peaceful applications of nuclear energy.  
 



Background: 
Nuclear energy has recently become the heavily discussed in both weaponry and energy. 

Nuclear energy is defined as the energy released during nuclear fusion or fission. Although 
nuclear proliferation has remained a growing concern of the international community, this 
committee will focus on the application of nuclear energy in terms of peaceful development. 
According to the World Nuclear Association, nuclear energy has the capability of not only 
advancing the fields of technology but also electricity, health, and agriculture. Although nuclear 
energy encourages a prosperous future towards advancement, many countries are weary to invest 
in such a powerful energy source that can be dangerous to maintain. A common use of nuclear 
energy development is radioisotopes, which has been applied to the fields of transportation, 
water resources, food, and healthcare. An isotope is another form of the same nuclear-element 
due to its varying number of protons. For example, countries such as Great Britain and the 
Netherlands use nuclear isotopes for medicine to treat diseases-related to cancer, thyroid issues, 
and cardiovascular systems. Specifically, the Nuclear Generation’s NRG facility located in 
Netherlands have invested finances towards nuclear medicine. Isotopes, such as Mo-99, generate 
$550 million per year and seem to have an increasing demand in the global market. 
Radioisotopes are often constructed in one country and exported globally. Additionally in 2012 
Russia exported 66% of their isotopes. As it pertains to nuclear energy, further scientific research 
would open the doors of opportunity for the international community.  

Furthermore, the protection of nuclear facilities remains an issue regarding nuclear 
development. With the tragic nuclear accidents of Fukushima and Chernobyl, the IAEA and 
many nuclear developers have made it a priority to specialize in the safety and security of 
nuclear facilities. In the case of Chernobyl, the radiation expelled from the reactor is estimated to 
be 4,000 times worse than that of Hiroshima. Popular energy sources such as fossil fuel and coal 
have been proven to leave detrimental effects on the atmosphere. In addition to the spoilage of 
soil for millions of years, Stanford University concluded that because nuclear reactors are located 
near natural sources of water, heat radiation could damage surrounding aquatic ecosystems. 
Furthermore the release of compounds such as sulfur dioxide can cause acid rain to form, thus 
damaging more bodies of water. Nuclear energy, on the other hand, when used correctly, can not 
only be a safe energy source but one that is approximately 8,000 times more efficient.  

 

United Nations Involvement: 
        Currently the United Nations has overseen 454 nuclear reactors with the assistance of the 
IAEA. After the tragedies of Chernobyl and Fukushima, the UN and IAEA have pressed for 
heavy regulation, security, and safety protocols to ensure safe and peaceful development of 
nuclear energy. Furthermore, the UN has established numerous safety programs such as the 
United Nations Scientific Committee on the Effects of Atomic Radiation in order to locate 
unsafe nuclear practices. In addition, the United Nations, in coordination with the IAEA, has 
made nuclear development a priority in food, water, agriculture, and power grids for the 2030 
sustainable development goals. Resolution A/72/221 has also been introduced by Indonesia as a 
staple for the investment in the future of nuclear science, waste management, and radiation.  

Many non-governmental organizations such as Areva and SOGIN have made profound 
steps forward towards safe production of nuclear energy. These organizations specialize in the 



safe management of nuclear waste and safety protocols. Both these organizations have made 
profound steps torward safe nuclear development. Thus, the United Nations, IAEA, and 
countries invest resources to these organizations. 
 

Bloc Positions: 
 
Western Bloc: For many western nations, the prospect of nuclear energy is achievable. United 
States and Canada have recently seen a higher investment in nuclear energy. For Mexico, treaties 
such as the Treaty of Tlatelolco, have made peaceful nuclear energy contractually possible, but 
has placed restrictions on its development. The United States, the highest investor in nuclear 
energy in the western bloc, holds 98 nuclear reactors in 31 states, accounting for 30% of the 
worldwide atomic energy production. Nuclear energy in Canada accounts for 16% of the 
country’s energy. For the Western Bloc, nuclear energy is likely to continue to be increasingly 
utilized in the future.  
 
Latin America and the Caribbean Bloc: Due to both economic and political reasons, the 
region of Latin America and the Caribbean has halted the production of nuclear weapons and 
many reactors that produce nuclear energy. The ratification of the Treaty of Tlatelolco has 
banned all nuclear warheads in Latin America and the Caribbean, meaning that nuclear energy is 
not a priority for many nations. In addition, financial complications and instability within the 
public and private sector have made investment into nuclear energy an auxiliary focus.  
 
African Bloc: For the African bloc, South Africa is the only country that has nuclear reactors. 
South African, specifically has two nuclear reactors in Koeberg which account for 5% of the 
energy production in their country. In the past decade, Sub-Saharan Africa has relied on 
renewable energy sources as the pathway to the future. However, with nuclear energy’s overall 
reliance and efficiency African countries should be seeking nuclear energy in the future. 
Construction and costs of nuclear reactors have been a barrier to making these goals possible.  
 
Asian-Pacific Bloc: Many countries in the Asian and Pacific region have access to nuclear 
energy, spanning across the countries of India, Pakistan, China, and North Korea. India, 
Pakistan, and North Korea’s access to nuclear sources has allowed them to build nuclear 
warheads (illegal under the Non-Nuclear Proliferation Treaty). Currently, there are 130 nuclear 
reactors in Asia, making it the fastest growing continent in nuclear development.  
  

Basic Solutions: 
        In terms of nuclear development, the main solutions delegates should focus on is the 
peaceful applications of such strategies. For example, delegates should consider the expansion of 
safety and security measures for nuclear energy. The safe transportation of nuclear energy has 
remained a large priority for many leading countries. The usage of multi-purpose containers have 
become increasingly successful within the past years, and has caused partnerships between 
Non-governmental agencies and governments. According to the American Chemical Society 
each container has less than a 1% chance of spillage. Organizations such as Holtec International 



commit to safe storage and transportation through dry cask storage and wet fuel storage systems. 
Holtec is working across the international community and their latest project in South Africa 
offered expertise in transportation as well as management of nuclear energy. In addition, the safe 
research of more efficient nuclear energy can be a viable solution in the progression of nuclear 
energy. Recently, the NRI Institute established in Netherlands has conducted research on 
Thorium based reactors. Thorium’s half life is approximately 14.05 billion years old and is 
incapable of being weaponized. It is important to recognize the safe applications of nuclear 
research and the protection of nuclear facilities. 
 

Questions to Consider: 
1. How can delegates prevent terrorists from getting their hands on nuclear energy? 
2. What specific fields of development can nuclear energy help progress? 
3. How can delegates ensure all countries are on board with security procedures? 
4. How can delegates bolster relations with nations to compromise on certain nuclear 

security solutions? 
5. How can these solutions to put into action or be funded? 
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