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To Delegates of Cerritos Novice 2019 Conference 
 
Dear Delegates,  
Welcome to Cerritos Novice 2019! 
 

It is our highest honor and pleasure to welcome you all to our annual novice conference 
here at Cerritos High School. On behalf of the Cerritos High School Model United Nations 
program, we are proud to host another year of this long-standing conference, where you will 
become more knowledgeable on international issues, participate in intellectually stimulating 
discussions, and create new and everlasting friendships. 

The CHSMUN program continues to compete around the world as a nationally ranked 
MUN program. Our delegates utilize diplomacy in order to create complex solutions towards 
multilateral issues in the global community. Our head chairs are selected from only the best 
seniors of our program, undergoing a rigorous training process to ensure the highest quality of 
moderating and grading of debate. Furthermore, all the topic synopses have been reviewed and 
edited numerous times. We strongly believe that by providing each and every delegate with the 
necessary tools and understanding, he or she will have everything they need to thrive in all 
aspects of committee. We thoroughly encourage each delegate to engage in all of the facets of 
their topic, in order to grow in their skills as a delegate and develop a greater knowledge of the 
world around them. 

Our advisors and staff have put in countless hours to ensure delegates have an amazing 
experience at the conference. Our greatest hope is that from attending CHSMUN 2019, 
students are encouraged to continue on in Model United Nations and nevertheless, inspired to 
spark change in their surrounding communities. With 31 high school committees and 2 middle 
school committees, CHSMUN 2019 will provide a quality experience for beginners to learn, 
develop, and grow as delegates.  
 
If you have any questions, comments, or concerns, please contact us! We look forward to 
seeing you at CHSMUN Novice 2019! 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
Brianna Roldan and Tess U-Vongcharoen 
 
Secretary-Generals 
 
 



 

CPD 
Overcrowding of Refugee Camps 
 
A Note From the Director 
 
Delegates, 
 

Hey everyone! My name is Cecilia Beshara and I am very excited to be your chair for 
CPD at the 2019 CHSMUN conference. I am currently a senior at Cerritos HS and this is my 
fourth year of being in MUN. I chose overcrowding of refugee camps as the topic for today’s 
conference because during most of the conference I have attended, I have realized that many 
conflicts around the world have resulted in the creation of refugees that suffer from many 
humanitarian rights abuses. MUN has played an essential role in my highschool development, 
and aside from being a delegate, I have been a member of the CHS lunch working staff for three 
years and an active member of several clubs around campus. I am truly honored to be chairing 
you guys and can’t wait to see what creative solutions and inputs you have to share with the 
committee. 

 
Sincerely, 
 
Cecilia Beshara 
 
Director, CPD  
 
Committee Introduction: 

In 1945, Economic and Social Council, ECOSOC, was established with the purpose of             
coordinating and directing the social, economic, cultural, and humanitarian activities of the            
United Nations by the UN Charter(3). In October 1946, the council passed resolution 3 of 3, in                 
which it established the Population Commission; and through the General Assembly’s resolution            
49/128, on 12/19/1994, it became known as the Commission on Population and Development             
(CPD). CPD is composed of 47 elected member states from ECOSOC, chosen on the basis of                
geographical distribution. Also, in this resolution, the GA decided on working with ECOSOC             
and CPD on monitoring, reviewing, and assessing the enactment of the Programme of Action on               
international, regional, and national levels. The Commission’s main goal is identifying causes for             
failures and successes of previous actions in order to provide appropriate recommendations to             
the Council, as well as governments and organizations on issues such as integrating population              
and developing strategies and policies regarding population and distribution (16). 

 
 
 



 

Background: 
The world has been witnessing the highest levels of displacement due to the increasing 

refugee crisis. More than 70 million people around the world have been forced out of their 
homes and countries due to various conflicts, natural disasters, corruption, and several other 
unprecedented issues. Almost 25 million of these refugees are under 18, and 10 million have 
been denied any nationality and access to any basic human rights such as healthcare, education, 
freedom of movement, and employment(13). One of the most notable is the Syrian refugee crisis, 
where the government and the opposition took up arms for the control of their area, leading to a 
Civil War. According to UN records, in 2013, more than 90,000 people were killed, and by 2015, 
the number escalated to more than 250,000 deaths. Protests began committing war crimes, and 
the violation of the war rules led to the rise of terrorism. Consequently, more than 13.6 million 
Syrians,  mostly women and children, who feared the state of their country, started fleeing to 
neighbouring countries like Lebanon, Jordan, Turkey and some made it to Europe nations. In the 
Western Hemisphere, the conflict in Venezuela led to a noted 3.4 million persons fleeing to Peru, 
Colombia, Brazil and Ecuador(4). According to the UNHCR, an estimated 1.2 million refugees 
were in need of resettlement and only 4.7 % or 55,692 of them were resettled. It is also predicted 
that by the end of 2019, almost 1.4 million refugees currently living in 65 refugee host countries 
will be in dire need of resettlement(18).  

Due to this outburst of refugees, the humanitarian emergency became especially visible 
in the overwhelmingly crowded refugee camps. For example, al-Hol camp, located in Hassakeh, 
Syria, was made to hold approximately 5,000 people; however, according to a recent report by 
the International Committee of the Red Cross, the camp now occupies between 80 to 100 
thousand refugees(13). Likewise, on a Greek island of Lesbos, the Moria refugee camp bears 
over 8,300 people, which was originally designed to hold less than one third of that number. 
These overcrowded camps result impoverished unsanitized conditions. Millions of people live in 
a poorly ventilated tents with limited toilets and showers, and water and food supplies that barely 
keeps them alive(8). Additionally, the camps’ medical facilities are almost always understaffed 
and under-resourced, which makes it impossible for the refugees to receive necessary aid. Also, 
many of those displaced suffer from mental traumas that are usually not addressed in 
overcrowded camps, resulting in several suicide attempts, even by children(1). Because of the 
unbearable conditions, daily riot outbreaks emerge, adding more to the problem and putting 
innocent children in danger.(9).  

 

United Nations Involvement: 

The United Nations has been visibly active in its role of dealing with the ongoing refugee 
crisis.  For example, in August 2011, the UN Human Rights Council created the Commission of 
Inquiry on Syria to keep an eye on violations of Human Rights(5). In response, the UNHRC 
alongside the General Assembly created resolutions aimed towards humanitarian rights abuses. 
For example, in resolution  A/59/498, draft resolutions II , “Office of the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees,” and draft resolution III, “New International Humanitarian order,” 
the General Assembly emphasizes that refugee protection is primarily the State’s responsibility 
and calls upon governments to cooperate with the UN and humanitarian organizations on 



 

ensuring the safe access for humanitarian protection, it also condemns actions that might put any 
person’s security at risk(6).The role of the UN in the world is mostly to ensure peace; therefore, 
the UN, had to take action after realizing Syria’s state of unrest. Likewise, many UN 
organizations have been involved in tackling problems within refugee camps, like: UNHCR, 
UNOCHA, Unicef USA, World Food Programme USA, and World Vision; as for the NGOs, 
there is Islamic Relief USA, CARE, Karam Foundation. Most of these organizations work on 
providing shelter and care till it is safe for the refugees to return to their homeland or to be 
relocated to a permanent settlement(7). Additionally, the Global Compact on Refugees, which is 
a new international agreement forged to strengthen responses to protracted situations and large 
refugee movements, has called for member states to help in the resettlement(7). The UNHCR is 
also currently working with partners and nations, to develop a three year strategy on 
Resettlement and Complementary Pathways to help increase access to complementary pathways 
for refugees, expand the pool of resettlement places, and encourage more countries to participate 
in global resettlement efforts(17).  

Furthermore, many committees are working on addressing the psychological needs of 
people within the camps. For example, the International Rescue Committee established a clinic 
in Mytilene, Greece to deal with the ongrowing notion of suicide expressed by almost 60 percent 
of the clients within the camp(8). Through surveys conducted over several months, the IRC was 
able to collect data that helped the committee offer recommendations and statistics, not only to 
the central and local government of Greece, but also to other European leaders and donors, to 
help ensure that asylum seekers are provided with the mental health services they need(19). 
Outside of mental health, WHO-supported teams work in camps to screen new arrivals, support 
vaccination and refer severely malnourished children to hospitals(12). However, these efforts 
have had minimal results, especially since the overcrowded camps call for large outbreaks of 
measles, diphtheria, cholera, and many other infectious diseases. 

 

Bloc Positions: 
 
Western Bloc: Most of the Western Hemisphere views refugees in a negative light. In previous 
refugee crisis the EU was generous towards the refugees, however this all changed in the current 
crisis due to several terrorist attacks that raised European fears(8). Though many western nations 
are taking in refugees, they have deviated away from permanently classifying them as settlers; 
because of the concern that they may never return to their homeland. As a result, host 
governments arrived at a messy compromise; providing temporary shelter for displaced Syrian 
citizens substantially diffused the crisis, but it was not a long-term solution. As the crisis 
escalated, nationalist and xenophobic sentiments have become a growing concern, and 
anti-immigrant populist movements have gained strength throughout the continent(11). 

 
Latin America and Caribbean Bloc: Although refugees increase the costs for education, 
health, water, and institution building services, many countries of this region have opened their 
doors to refugees and immigrants from different nations to help alleviate the magnitude of a 
crisis. They also do this  believing that new migrants can help in creating economic growth when 



 

allowed into the nation(5). These countries should however, take into consideration their 
capabilities on hosting refugees to ensure their safety and the safety of their citizens. 
 
African Bloc: According to the United Nations, African developing countries are taking in a 
disproportionate 80% of the refugee population in the world. These refugees put huge pressure 
on health care and water systems in their new host communities. For example, Ethiopia hosts 
nearly 740,000 refugees, the largest refugee population in a single African country, which means 
they spend millions in order to properly care and integrate their new immigrants. The country 
maintains an open-door policy that welcomes refugees and allows humanitarian access and 
protection(2). Even though this is true, hosting countries must keep in mind how they plan on 
providing resources for such a huge number of refugees. 

 
Asian-Pacific Bloc: Despite the region’s economic achievements, most Asian countries are 
“locked in by myopic state-centrism,”  in regards to humanitarianism and “backwardness” in 
adopting international standards and laws promoting human rights. Many Asian nations tend to 
hold a narrow view of sovereignty, preventing them from coping with global norms. Moreover, 
Asia lacks good regional models of constructive refugee policy and capacity-building to host the 
strangers at the gates. For Asian countries to continue their political rise and economic growth, 
making better regional and national efforts to open up to the world’s diverse people and cultures, 
will greatly help with the refugee crisis at hand(10). 

 

Basic Solutions: 
  There are many ways in which delegates can approach this issue. Noting that the overcrowding 
of refugee camps is a prominent and complicated issue, some of the aspects that could be 
addressed include: improving sanitation inside the camps, creating new hosting facilities to 
distribute refugees avoiding overcrowding, allocating and relocating the displaced, providing 
proper medical care inside the refugee camps, and speeding up the asylum process. For instance, 
during the Rohingya refugee crisis, the UN International Organization for Migration dispatched 
health teams to provide emergency and primary health services to over 53,000 patients(14). It 
has also distributed personal hygiene kits to thousands. When preparing for this conference, 
consider the possible setbacks that might stand in the way of the solution, and evaluate how it 
will be successful in eliminating this humanitarian emergency crisis. 
 

Questions to Consider: 

1. Where does your nation stand on the issue of aiding refugees? 
2. Has your country been affected by this issue? If yes then how? 
3. How does your country feel about taking in refugees? 
4. What should change about the role of ECOSOC regarding this issue? 
5. How could you ensure that this refugee crisis does not happen again in the future? 
6. How will your solutions be successful in solving this issue? 
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