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Background


North and South Korea’s history of violence stems all the way back to the 1950s, when the war was ended with an armistice. No peace treaty was signed; however, signaling that the two parties are in a perpetual state of war. The fighting, assassinations, and tough diplomacy continue to occur. Clashes on land and sea were reported in the 1990s and 2000s. 


Four South Korean casualties and 30 North Korean casualties were reported after a gun battle in the Yellow Sea in June 2002, which served to trigger an escalation of nuclear tensions. (Watts) Following a halt of US oil shipments to Pyongyang, North Korea reactivated its Yongbyon reactor and threw out international inspectors. January of 2003, North Korea withdrew from the Nuclear Non-proliferation Treaty (NPT). The summer of that same year, Pyongyang announced that it possessed enough plutonium to start production of nuclear bombs and had “reprocessed 8,000 nuclear fuel rods, obtaining enough material to make up to six nuclear bombs.” (“Timeline”) When questioned by the international community, North Korea defended its nuclear program by declaring the necessity for self-defense.  


North Korea largely kept its nuclear program under wraps until July 2006, when the nation test-fired both long-range and medium-range missiles. Though reports indicated that the missiles had the capability to hit the United States, the long-range Taepodong-2 crashed shortly after take-off. Following this nuclear activity, North Korea made moves to honor its commitments with the international community. By March 2008, however, North-South relations began to deteriorate sharply once again, evident when North Korea announced that it would be “scrapping all military and political deals with the South,” because of Seoul’s “hostile intent.” 


The year 2010 has been marked by various acts of aggression from North Korea. In January, the nation fired “artillery into the sea near the disputed maritime border, as part of a military drill.” (“Timeline”) In November, these cross-border skirmishes ended in the death of two marines from South Korea. In March, the sinking of the South Korea’s warship, Cheonan, was attributed to the North. The North Korean military blames South Korea for the clashes, denying any involvement. Just a few months ago, in November, the North attacked Yeonpyeong on the basis that “a South Korean military exercise on the island fired shells into disputed waters off the west coast.” (Herman)
Past United Nation Actions


North and South Korea joined the United Nations in 1991, and the following year, the North agreed to the International Atomic Energy Agency’s inspections. Since then, they have refused the IAEA access to suspected sites for nuclear production. (“Timeline”) They sparked further controversy when the nation withdrew from the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) in 2003. The European Union has been involved with reconciliation efforts between the two nations beginning in 2001, when delegates led by Swedish Prime Minister Goran Persson traveled to the North on a diplomatic mission. The mission was for naught, so it seemed, when North Korea reactivated its Yongbyon reactor and threw out IAEA inspectors in December 2002. In response, the United States, China, and North Korea began trilateral talks in Beijing; “these negotiations served as a prelude to the first round of Six-Party Talks, which brought other regional players—South Korea, Japan, and Russia—into the fold.” (Bajoria)

Most recently, the Security Council (SC) has voiced its objections to the reclusive state’s belligerent actions. On June 12, the SC imposed sanctions and embargos in response to the nuclear device testing in May and April. The unanimous vote indicates the Resolution 1874 calls on the UN to “inspect North Korean cargo ships and cargo-laden aircraft to seize and destroy any weapons or materials that are in violation of UN-imposed sanctions,” as per the recommendations of the five permanent members of the SC. (Kellerhals) This is the second round of sanctions, following UN Security Council Resolution 1718 in 2006. The 2006 sanctions had negligible effect because of vagueness of the wording, and also because the UN did little to enforce the limited sanctions in place. (Ford) Ultimately, sanctions from the UN are a step in the right direction, but given North Korea’s apparent lack of concern for the international community’s interventions, it is unlikely that they will provoke a significant change in North Korean policy.
Possible Solutions


Countries may respond to the crisis with decisive action or a peaceful solution. Decisive action that calls for military aggression is not as plausible, simply because of the risks and dangers it entails. Only if the situation reveals itself to be dire, should the nations turn to this response. Because the role of the UN, and more specifically, the Council, is to preserve peace and security, the goal, therefore, is for a peaceful solution that will satisfy the international community. At present, it is likely that countries will reflexively return to negotiations. The existing six-party talks have been ineffective in bringing about agreement; however, that does not mean that they are a solution to be tossed aside. Diplomacy is of utmost importance in a volatile situation like this, so delegates should consider plans that will promote North Korean participation in the talks. While pressure from the international community is necessary, there must be other methods of assuaging the North. With this in mind, consider incentives that will initiative cooperation. Given that North Korea is undergoing a succession crisis that has hurt the economy, economic aid will be favorable. Take note that North Korea’s benefactor, China, may play a key role on the negotiation table.

Points to Consider
1. Has your country been involved with the situation in North Korea and South Korea? If so, how?
2. What does your country think of the international community’s responses to the North Korean actions?
3. What must be done to stabilize the nuclear crisis? 

4. How do you think the United Nations can improve the existing talks?
5. How can the two countries be reconciled?

6. Think of both short term and long term plans of actions.
Helpful Websites

1. http://www.un.org 

2. http://www.bbc.com
3. http://cfr.org
4. http://www.cnn.com
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